
Diamond Dance Studio

Parent/Dancer Handbook

● Handbook details subject to changes between now and auditions week.
Specific details subject to change are highlighted.

Requirements

Ages 4 and up are eligible to audition for competition. Dedication, responsibility
and hard work is needed.

Levels

There are many different levels in which we place dancers. The ultimate goal is to
create cohesive teams. Age is not a factor as everyone develops at their own pace.
It is not uncommon for a 5th grader to dance alongside an 8th grader if their skill
level is similar. All our dancers except for our youngest group (who will dance 1
hour per week) will dance 3 hours per week.

Optional Competition Technique

Optional competition technique will be offered to our competition dancers this
summer in three different session. View summer schedule for details. Competition
technique classes will be taught by Sara.

Bootcamp Week

Dancers are required to attend classes during bootcamp week. During bootcamp
week, we will meet twice during the week of June 20th. Our level 1 and level 2
dancers will meet for 3 hours at a time and our youngest mini dancers will meet for
1 hour at a time. There is a fee for bootcamp for our level 1 and level 2 dancers of
$60 for the week. The fee for bootcamp week for our mini dancers is $30.

Auditions

During audition week, guest judges will observe technique, work ethic, class
etiquette, muscle memory, etc. The dancers will learn short combinations during



the audition and will be looked at in a group setting as well as smaller groups
(maybe 3-5 dancers at a time). We also take into consideration previous work ethic,
attendance, accountability, etc. We observe the dancers through the competition
season and factor in their performance abilities out on a competitive stage. The
staff will take notes on each dancer and come to a group conclusion regarding each
dancer and where or if, he or she should be placed. Auditioning for competition
does not mean you automatically are accepted into a competition team. Dancers
will be notified via email. There is a fee for auditions of $50.

Audition Requirements

Both parent and student will be responsible for reading through the competition
contract page located on our website, attached to the results email, and listed
below. Parent and Dancer will need to return the provided contract signed and
dated.

Audition Etiquette

Arrive for your audition on time. Wear form fitting clothing, appropriate footwear
and hair pulled up in a ponytail. Give effort through the entire audition and pay
attention to comments and notes from the teacher or judges. Applaud for groups
when they are performing. Ask questions if something is unclear. Try your best and
have fun!

Welcome to Competition!

Competition commitment is June-May which includes Summer Dance, Fall Dance,
and Spring Dance sessions.

*Summer Dance consists of one week in June (Bootcamp), one week in July
(auditions), and weekly practices in August. We understand families take vacations
etc., it is expected that all dancers let the instructor know when they will be gone.

*Fall Dance is September-February.

*Spring Dance is February-May.



During Fall and Spring Dance, is when students will be working on technique as
well as learning the choreography for required performances. Choreography in
classes will begin right away in August.

It is expected that all students attend all classes. Dancers may miss up to 4 classes
between August and May. Dancers will be excused for illness. Please see the sports
guidelines section for details on excused/unexcused practices.

The competition schedules are sent out around one week before the competition.
The instructor/owner will send the schedule out to parents as soon as she receives it
and can send it out. Please DO NOT email the instructor/owner asking for the
schedule ahead of time.

Performances

*February-- Winter Showcase. Tentative date: February 4th, 2023

*February-May Competitions (traveling required) in Minneapolis or Duluth area.
We will do four competitions, one competition each month, in February, March,
April and May. All our teams except for our youngest dancers will attend four
competitions. We will determine the amount of competitions for our youngest
dancers from the audition form in July. When the results are emailed, it will list
what teams are going to each competition. Competitions are mandatory. You may
need to pull your dancer from school to attend a performance. Please reserve the
entire weekend (Friday-Sunday) for a competition. Also be aware that there is the
possibility of a Thursday night performance. While this is rare, an extra night can
be added to larger competitions.

*Nationals will be optional for our dancers. Nationals would be in June or July and
will have a slightly elevated cost. You will be asked if you would like to participate
as dancers on the audition form.

*If a dancer misses a competition, the dancer will be immediately cut from the
team. Competitions do run ahead of schedule and it is your responsibility to arrive
on time and keep track of when your dancer performs.
* Students under the age of 16 need to be supervised at each competition. If for
some reason your dancer will be unsupervised, please let the studio know.



* Do not take photographs of any kind at the competitions during performances we
attend due to standard rules of competitions.

*May-- Spring Recital. Tentative date: May 20th, 2023

Any show that is put on by DDS will have a ticket fee of $7 plus taxes and fees.

Tuition Fees

Tuition will be due on the 15th of every month.

Please view the current tuition prices below. Tuition is based on weekly hours per
family.

6 classes/hours per month: $165

5 classes/hours per month: $135

4 classes/hours per month: $120

3 classes/hours per month: $105

2 classes/hours per month: $80

1 class/hour per month:$50

Private lessons: $45

Costume Fees

Each competition team will require a costume fee of $75 per costume. Depending
on the group that your dancer is placed in, they may have two costumes. If your
child is in a recreational dance class, there will also be a fee of $75 per costume.

Competition Fees

There is a fee associated with each time the dancer steps onto the competition stage
to perform. Fees below are per routine, per competition.

Solo--$115



Duet/Trio--$70/dancer

Group--$60/dancer

Registration Fee

A registration fee of $10 will be due in September and February.

Media Fee

A media fee of $10 will be due in January and May. This will cover videography
costs at each recital. A downloadable link with the edited recital video will be
provided 4-6 weeks after the recital.

Company Jacket Fee

Each competition member is required to have a competition jacket. These jackets
are around $50. You do NOT need to purchase a new jacket every year.

Dance Apparel & Footwear Fee

Each dancer is expected to have the appropriate dance and footwear.

*Tights--$10

*Leotards--$15-$30

*Shoes--$15-$30

These items might need to be replaced throughout the season depending on usage
and durability.

Dancers may wear any of the three clothing options:

- Leotard, shorts (spandex, tight fitted), tights
- Shorts (spandex, tight fitted), tights, bra top
- Leggings/capris (athletic,spandex ONLY-  NO TUG), bra top

Shoe Requirements-



Group classes: Jazz shoes or foot undies (Shoe requirements will be sent out in
results email)

Miscellaneous Fees

There are several items that are not on the list but can be helpful.

*Rhinestone Earrings $10 (Required for all). This fee will be posted with costume
fee and will be ordered by owner. We typically use the same earrings every year. If
you already have a pair, you may not need to purchase. As trends are changing,
some groups may need a new style of earrings.

*Rhinestone Hair Piece $10 (Required for some). This fee will be posted with
costume fee and will be ordered by owner. We typically use the same hair piece
every year. If you already have one, you may not need to purchase.

*Rhinestone Necklace $10 (Required for some). This fee will be posted with
costume fee and will be ordered by owner. We use the same necklace every year. If
you already have one, you may not need to purchase.

*Hotels-There is the possibility of hotel overnights for out-of town dance
competitions. These are not required but can be beneficial for you for early
morning or late nights.

*Food/Gas-Out of town competitions means traveling which will also most likely
include gas fill ups and dining out while you are away from home.

*Trophies for purchase. Some competitions will offer trophies for purchase once a
dancer has been awarded. These purchases are completely your choice.

*Competition Merchandise is often offered at events. A fun memento for your
dancer, but not required.

*Competition Photos/Videos are offered at events. Not required.

*Recital T-shirts. Recital shirts are available for purchase before each recital. The
purchase of the shirts are not required.



*Recital flowers. Flowers orders are available by Chris’ Food Center before each
recital. The purchase of flowers is not required.

*Recital Tickets. There is a cost for recital admission is $7 plus taxes and fees.

Private Lessons

Private Lessons are an option to get some one-on-one training. If you are
interested, please notify Madeline. DDS will check in with the staff to check on
availability as well as studio space. Private Lessons are not guaranteed to be
scheduled.

There will be a fee of $45 an hour, posted on your parent portal.

Open Studio Time

New this year, we will be offering open studio time. A google doc will be shared
with all showing the available studio times. Type your name next to the available
time slots and you will be given a passcode for the studio. Cost of Open studio
time for one hour is $20.

Solos/Duets/Trio

Students wanting to participate in a solo/duet/trio need to participate in the
competition summer classes. Dancers are required to compete in a group in order
to audition for a solo/duet/trio. At auditions, you will be asked to fill out the
audition form which will ask if you would like a solo/duet/trio. Limited spots
available, not everyone is guaranteed a slot. Solos/Duet/Trios will be taught by
Madeline Jahnz and Sara Bitton. Practices will be scheduled once a month starting
in August. August practice will be used to pick out their song and potentially learn
choreography. If your dancer fails to attend a scheduled practice, you are still
required to pay for the lesson and will be charged a no-show fee of $10. If a
makeup practice is scheduled, you will be charged for another full price lesson.

Once the dancer learns the choreography, it is expected that they practice at home
and come to their next practice knowing their routine. If your dancer fails to
practice their routine, the choreography will not be retaught and the spot will be
taken away from your dancer.



Solo/Duet/Trio will cost $45 per lesson per dancer. Dancers will have a costume
fee, competition fees, and miscellaneous fees associated with having a
solo/duet/trio.

An email will be sent three weeks before the 1st of the month asking for
availability for the upcoming month and lessons will be scheduled two weeks
before the 1st of the month.

Solos/Duets/Trio are required to attend all competitions their groups attend.

Special Small Groups

*New this year! If there is interest, we will be adding mixed age small groups. This
will give dancers of similar skill and dedication levels to dance together and learn
from each other. Dances will be choreographed to blend together the different
sizes, which allows for unique and fun routines! Students wanting to participate in
a special small group need to participate in the competition summer classes.
Dancers are required to compete in a group in order to audition for a special small
group. Special small groups will meet one hour per week and will learn one
routine. The group will have one costume fee of $75. At auditions, you will be
asked to fill out the audition form which will ask if you would like a special small
group. Limited spots available, not everyone is guaranteed a slot.

Production:

We will be offering production again this year. Production is a 6-8 minute dance
that requires at least 20 dancers to participate. We will meet once a month on a
Sunday at 4:00 PM. Dancers will perform at the winter showcase, spring recital
and at one competition during the year. Cost of practices will be $15 per lesson.
There will be a costume fee of $65 for the group as well.

Convention:



Dancers will be asked if they would like to participate at a convention on the
audition form. Dancers have the opportunity to learn from professional dance
instructors at conventions. Last year, we attended the Celebration Talent
convention in Duluth. Conventions are held in the fall and cost about $100.

Dancer Responsibility & Expectations

There is more to being a part of competition than just dancing. You are also
expected to be a respectful individual in the community. Earning a spot on a
competition team means that you are to hold yourself in high regard with respect
for others around you along with personal responsibility in all that you do.

Attendance

Your attendance is required for classes, meetings, rehearsals, performances,
competitions, summer classes, and workshops. Be sure that you are arriving with
plenty of time to get settled, this includes classes, rehearsals, performances, etc.
Poor attendance can result in termination from competition. Dancers may miss up
to 4 classes between August and May. Dancers will be excused for illness.

Sports Guidelines

We want our dancers to be in as many activities as they want to be in. Being in
multiple activities/sports create a well rounded dancer and individual. However
everything needs to be balanced. Dancers are expected to arrive ready and on time
when there are no sports conflicts. Late arrivals or missed practice due to other
sport practices will not be excused. If the sport practice conflicts directly with
dance practice, I am willing to compromise on an individual basis as long as the
entire practice is not missed. Practices missed because of a game will be excused.
However, 2 weeks leading up to the first two competitions and the week after the
first two competitions will not be excused. Dancers may not miss more than 2
weeks of practice in a row because of a game. We understand that participating in
multiple sports is exhausting however, by committing to dance, dancers need to
come ready to work hard and follow class etiquette guidelines below regardless.
We do have other opportunities for our dancers who cannot commit to a serious
team. If your dancer is interested in competition dance, but you know you cannot



commit to the guidelines above, please let us know on your audition form. If there
are several dancers interested we will consider adding an additional team for these
dancers to accommodate their schedule while still allowing them to be in a
competition group.

Class Etiquette

Each dancer is responsible for their actions in class and while representing DDS.
Remembering choreography and notes from each week is necessary to grow in
your dancing and performance. Dressing appropriately along with required shoes is
necessary. Following rules from your teacher is important along with respecting
your fellow dancers. Students should be open minded to trying new dance material
and technique. Students should put positive energy into their dance class.

No gum

Hair should always be up and out of face.

If a student is injured, please work carefully or observe and let Madeline know.

Parent Responsibilities

Communication

Our main means of communication is email. Please be sure that you are frequently
checking your account. Often times, we are requesting an answer from you. Please
reply to our emails immediately, so we can continue to run a smooth office.

If your dancer will miss class, please notify us via email, text, or phone call.

It is highly recommended that you follow the DDS social media accounts, such as
Facebook and Instagram.

Main Email— diamonddancemn@gmail.com

Facebook—Diamond Dance Studio @diamonddancemn

Instagram—Diamond Dance Studio @diamonddancemn

TikTok--Diamond Dance Studio @diamonddancemn



StudioPhone/Text—218-289-6888

Transportation

It is your responsibility to provide transportation to and from dance class for your
child. Carpooling is encouraged. Please be sure students are arriving with plenty of
time prior to class and are promptly picked up once they are finished. If a dancer is
more than 10 minutes late for a competition class more than 4 times, they will be in
jeopardy of losing their spot on the competitive team. Please pick up your child
within a reasonable amount of time after class. Please contact the studio if your
child will be late, or if they will be picked up late.

It will also be your responsibility to ensure your child is at all required dance
events, I.E. competitions, recitals, etc.

Payments

It is important that you make timely payments or provide DDS with a current
debit/credit card. Please let Madeline know if you would like your account charged
automatically each month. If accounts go ignored or unpaid, your child may be
pulled from classes or performances.

Payment Schedules

Tuition fees are due on the 15th of every month. Please visit our tuition section
above to view tuition pricing.

Tuition fees, Competition #1, & Convention fee- Fees due on August 15th

Tuition fees, Competition #2 & Registration fee- Fees due on September 15th

Tuition fees, Costume & Accessory fee- Fees due on October 15th

Tuition fees & Competition #3- Fees due on November 15th

Tuition fees & Competition #4- Fees due on December 15th

Tuition fees, National Competition & Media fee- Fees due on January 15th

Tuition fees & Registration fee- Fees due on February 15th.



Tuition fee- Fees due on March 15th

Tuition fee- Fees due on April 15th

Tuition fee & Media fee- Fees due on March 15th

Parent Etiquette-At the Studio

Please abide by all rules that DDS has set in place. Respect class time and refrain
from entering any of the studios unless you are invited in. Do not speak ill towards
any student or DDS staff member. Do not gossip. If you have questions, speak
directly with your teacher or director. Trust is a huge part of the working
relationship between a coach and a dancer, if it is not there, your child will not
progress. If a child doubts their parent’s support of the instructor/coach, they will
do the same. Please do not vent in the lobby area. Most negative talk follows
children into the facility. It is passed to other children and to their instructors
creating a tense and upsetting environment for all. Complaints and frustrations
should be directed to the studio owner. If you overhear complaints from other
dance parents, please do not pass this along to the instructor/owner. Please respect
this guideline, it is important in fostering a positive learning environment. The
instructor cannot fix issues with your child if they are not made aware of it. Please
make arrangements for a meeting, do not interrupt instructors during class.
Communication is the key to success. Spending too much time viewing is not good
for the parent or the child. You will see more progress if you don't watch every
class. For safety reasons, do not communicate with your child during class, it is
distracting for the instructors and dancers. Excessive viewing can negatively affect
the dancers progress, performance and their safety.

Please keep interactions with the instructor/owner after classes at the end of the
night to a minimum. The instructor/owner needs to clean the studio and is trying to
get home for the night.

Unfortunately, we do make mistakes. We welcome you as parents to bring those to
our attention. We do ask that you use discretion as you address them with us. We
ask that any conversations that are sensitive and private in matter be held while
classes are not in session and are addressed to Madeline. If issues concern other



parents or children, please do not address this issue during class. We do genuinely
appreciate your ideas and comments.

Things will always be changing until we find something that works for
EVERYONE. Please expect change year to year.

Parent/Dancer Etiquette-Performances/Competitions

Please be mindful of what you exude. Speak and behave respectfully. Dance
competitions are filled with opinions about costumes, dance moves, etc. Please
keep negative thoughts to yourselves as you never know who is sitting in front of
you. Refrain from going into the dressing rooms and allow the dancers to have
their own space to get ready.

Only move about the auditorium in between dances.

All competitors are not allowed to have cell phones out on stage for the
competition awards ceremony. Cell phones may be brought backstage as long as
the phone is not in use during the awards ceremony.

All dancers are required to attend their awards ceremony at each competition.

All dancers and parent/guardians are required to watch all Diamond Dance Studio
performances at competitions if in the building. It is a requirement this season for
dancers to watch every DDS performance if in the building at the time of the
performance. The entire competition schedule is sent out to everyone, therefore, it
is the parents’ responsibility to know when DDS performs. Another way to know
when DDS performs is when Madeline grabs the girls to bring them backstage.
When watching each other perform, dancers should sit together and parents should
sit together close by. The goal of this is to teach studio spirit and for the girls to
cheer (loudly) together as a team. There are absolutely NO exceptions to this rule
this year, if someone violates this rule, they will be talked to.

Support System



Your child has entered into a competitive program where hard work is required
along with grace and responsibility. Be proud of your dancer and let them know it.
Leave the criticism up to dance professionals. Sit back to watch your child enjoy
what they love. Believe in your dancer (off the stage as well). A lot of
responsibility will be placed on him/her. Encourage them and believe that they can
do it.

Dance Season-At A Glance

August

August Tuition/Comp #1/Convention fee (optional) due

August weekly comp classes start the week of August 8th!

September

September Tuition/Comp #2 fee, & Registration fee due

Fall Dance begins the week of September 12th!

October

October Tuition/Costume & Accessory fee due

November

November Tuition/Comp #3 fee due

Thanksgiving Break: November 18th-27th

December

December Tuition/Comp #4 fee due

Winter Break: December 23rd - January 8th (May change slightly)

January

January Tuition, National competition fee (optional), Media fee due



Tentative Comp Picture Day: January 15th

February

Tuition fee due, & registration fee due

Tentative Winter Showcase: February 4th & 5th

Tentative Competition: Precision Arts - February 24-26

Spring session starts the week of February 6th

March

March Tuition fee due

Tentative Competition: Act 1 Talent - March 17-19

April

April Tuition fee due

Spring Break: April 7th-16th

Summer Dance Schedule is released

Recreational Picture Day

Competition: Midwest Starz

May

May Tuition fee & Media fee due

Competition:  Celebration - May 5-7th

Spring Recital: May 19th & 20th

June

National Dance Competition



*Please keep in mind, these dates are just a general idea of the season. Events are
subject to change.

Diamond Dance Studio
Competition Contract

I _________________ parent/guardian of dancer ________________ agrees to the following:

1. My dancer will commit to the full season of dance 2022-2023 from August 2022 to May
2023 at Diamond Dance Studio.

2. My dancer will participate in the necessary classes for the full season of dance 2022-23
from August 2022 to May 2023 at Diamond Dance Studio.

3. I have read through the competition handbook and understand all that is required of me as
a parent/guardian and my dancer and will reference back to the handbook throughout the
year.

4. I understand that there will be a $10 late fee for monthly payments that are not paid by
the 15th of each month.

5. I agree that my dancer will attend the scheduled competitions for the 2023 competitive
season as a team member of Diamond Dance Studio’s competitive team. If my dancer
misses any of the competitions, they will be cut from the team.

6. I agree to the payment schedule for all entry fees for competitions. Entry fees are per
dance, per competition. I understand that if competition fees are not paid on time, there
will be a $10 late fee charged to the account.

7. I agree to the payment schedule of all costume fees incurred as a participant of the
competitive dance team. I acknowledge that each dance my dancer competes will have a
specific costume. I understand that if costume fees are not paid on time, there will be a
$10 late fee charged to the account.

8. I understand that all competition dancers will need accessories (necklace, hair pieces
and/or earrings) with their costume for competition and I have reviewed the fees. A $10
late fee will be charged to account if fee is not paid on time.

9. I acknowledge that all competitive entry fees, costume fees and accessory fees are
non-refundable. I acknowledge that there are no refunds of fees for classes for the
duration of the contract.



10. I understand that the dress code is designed to ensure the safety of the dancers. It allows
the staff to observe the technique and posture of the participants to ensure the movements
are executed in an appropriate and safe manner. The dress code instills a sense of
discipline and pride in our students and maintains their focus on dance. Dancers who do
not follow the dress code will be asked to sit out.

11. I agree to stay informed throughout the year. There are many resources for parents to help
them stay informed. Please read all of your email, newsletters and policies and
procedures.

12. I understand that the performance hair and makeup requirements will change year to year
and it is the parents responsibility to check the website for current hair and makeup
requirements for performances.

13. I understand that instructors will eat during class times. Most nights the instructor is at
the studio from 2:00-9:00 so eating is necessary.

14. I understand that the monthly tuition is not just for class times. The owner/instructor
spends a lot of time outside of class times working. If classes are canceled, they will not
be made up unless otherwise stated. Virtual classes will not be offered.

Signature of parent/guardian ___________________________________ Date ___________

Signature of dance ____________________________________ Date ______________


